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Festival of Trees

The elementary department
made Christmas ornaments
for the Christmas tree that is
on display at City Hall in Cave
Spring. The festival of trees
is a collection of trees from
businesses, churches, families,
and organizations in Cave
Spring. Trees will be on display
through the end of December.

N o

Reserve your copy today!
Only $45.00

Please contact Cherie Wren @

cwren@doe.k12.ga.us for more information

or send your check or money order made payable to the
GSD PTDA to the attention of Shirley Childers

at the schoolis address.

Attending GSD and Living

in the Dorm

By: Jose Fernandez, Whitpeld County

When | visited the Georgia School for the
Deaf (GSD) last year, | saw a lot of deaf and
hard of hearing students. My parents and |
took a tour of campus, including school and
dorm buildings. | remember the dorm, and
it looked nice. | met with Dr. Lee Shiver, School Director; Tim
Albert, Assistant Director for Residential Services (former
social worker); and Stephanie Smith Albert, School Counselor,
and they were some of the nicest people that | have ever met.

I made a decision that | wanted to go to GSD because | wanted
to have an opportunity to meet deaf and hard of hearing students.

On August 10, 2009, | was very shy because | was
nervous meeting deaf and hard of hearing students. | did not
communicate with them by sign language very well but | am
glad to take ASL (American Sign Language) class. | am happy
that | have made a lot of new friends! They are nice because
they teach me sign language and Deaf culture. | am taking
pve courses at GSD where my current teachers are yuent in
sign language so | do not need interpreters anymore. | want
to thank all those current GSD teachers who are helping me to
improve my academic skills.

I enjoy living in the dorm because it helps me become
more independent. One Student Life staff member really
helped me with different issues and problems that | felt
were overwhelming. | am glad that | met with the boysb Life
Adjustment Supervisor and residential advisors. | am glad
that residential paraprofessionals and residential advisors help
me with homework assignments at the dorm. That was how |
was selected as GSD Student of the Week, and | received a 1%
Quiarter Student Award!

I know for sure that Dr. Lee Shiver and Marty Keller,
Assistant Director for Instruction, think that | will work hard
this year to ensure that | will pass the Georgia High School
Graduation Test! Itis an enriching experience for me at GSD!
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By: Tim Albert,
Assistant Director for Residential Life

| sincerely hope that all of you had a blessed
Thanksgiving break and enjoyed spending
quality family time together. When residential
students returned to the dorm on Sunday;,
November 29, | spoke with a few students about
their Thanksgiving Day. | was thrilled to pnd
out how much it meant to them to be with their
families. Spending quality time with your child
is very important. The students would like to
have had more time to be at home but | reminded
them that Christmas is fast approaching and they
were excited about going home for Christmas.
Two residential students were selected to share
their Thanksgiving experiences with us. I know
you will enjoy what the students had to say about
their holiday.

Did you have a nice Thanksgiving holiday?
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P.E. teacher Patsy Hamiltons health class
decorated the Smith Pavilion in Rolater Park
located in Cave Spring on November 30. In
an effort to turn Cave Spring into a winter
wonderland, the Cave Spring Park Board and
the Cave Spring Activities Committee invited
GSD to participate in this prst time event.

Ms. Hamiltonds class has also spent the last
several weeks volunteering in the community
and learning about the importance of
community service. This hard working group
of students has also been busy working in
the concession stand during home basketball
games in the new Whitworth Gym.
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A Briyanna Burnes, Richmond Country
oYes, | was excited about spending
Thanksgiving with my family. My family
and | truly enjoyed eating together. | am
thankful for being with them. When |
pnished eating, we went outside to play
ball and jumped on the trampoline. | had

lots of fun!é

A Ashley Kennedy, Bulloch County

0My grandmother made some delicious
Thanksgiving food. Two of my favorite foods
were deviled eggs and green bean casserole.
All of the family came to my great auntis
house. There was lots of food and | ate well.

| really enjoyed Thanksgiving dinner at my
great auntis home with all of my family.6

Christmas Holidays begin on December
19, 2009 and residential students will return to
the dorm on January 3, 2010. Students will have
the opportunity to write and share Christmas
memories upon their return so be sure to look for
the selected articles in the next School Helper.
In addition, | will update you with all of the
signipcant after-school events and activities that
are taking place here in Student Life.

Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, Happy
Kwanzaa, Feliz Navidad, Sung Tan Chuk Ha,
Mele Kalikimaka or whatever it is that you
are celebrating!

GSD Library News

We were lucky enough to have a book fair just in time for the Christmas. The
students and staff purchased last minute holiday gift items including posters,
pencils, pens, bookmarks, and, of course, books!

The READ 35 Program is on the move. Ninety-seven students and several
faculty and staff are participating in this yearis program. Ten students have already
read pfteen books and passed the Accelerated Reader tests with 80% or scores. A
bulletin board outside the library displays the accomplishments of each student. A
star under the studentis name represents the number of books he or she has read
and the number of tests passed.

As we look forward to the new year, more technology is coming our way. We
plan to install a Smart Board and a Smart Table which will help make our library
even more engaging and attractive for students and staff alike.

The Georgia School for the Deaf is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Council on Accreditation
and School Improvement (SACS CASI), and the Georgia Accreditation Committee, Inc.



Thank Goodness for
Thanksgiving!

The Pre-K/Kindergarten class learned all
about Thanksgiving and why we have it. We
made Native American headdresses and learned
a song called 0One Little, Two Little, Three Little
Indians.6 We also
went to visit a house
in Rome that a famous
Native American once
lived in. The house
is now called the
Chieftains Museum.

We learned two cool

Native American

games. One was with

rocks and the other

used sticks. We were

good at the games. We also
learned about the Pilgrims
and how they came over in
boats. One of our vocabulary
words was vacation or
holiday (in ASL the words
use the same sign). We were
all very excited about the
Thanksgiving holiday. We
were ready to use our new
words and stories with our

Welcome Giselle C. Lopez,
School Social Worker!

Giselle C. Lopez graduated with honors from Gallaudet
University with her masters degree in Social Work, specializing
in school social work. Giselle completed her internships in Boston
and Washington D. C. public schools while she attended college.

Giselle also has a love for dancing and has been dancing ever
since the age of six. She has earned many accolades including
scholarships she won while still in high school. These include
scholarships to the Dance Theatre of Harlem and the prestigious
Joffrey Ballet School, both in New York City. Giselle also trained
at the Miami Conservatory in South Miami where she was the
only deaf ballet student. Giselle loves to bring smiles and hope to
senior citizens and underprivileged childreni faces and she had the opportunity to do just
that when she was a member and performed with the Thomas Armour Youth Ballet

in Miami.

Giselle was also a recipient of the DO THE RIGHT THINGO6 award given by the Miami
Police Department. She was commended for being an exemplary role model to school
children for her excellent conduct, perfect attendance record, and her volunteer work in
the community. She received this award both in elementary and middle school. Her
numerous hours of volunteer activities earned her -THE UNSUNG HERO AWARDG while

in high school.

Giselle joined the Georgia School for the Deaf staff this past October. We are fortunate
to have such a passionate, disciplined, and caring role model working with our children.
Please help us welcome Giselle to the GSD family!

Giselle C. Lopez
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Children and the futures of our
children are our most valuable assets.
Good communication and support
are also very important in todayis
fast- paced odonit 6have- time- for-
this- or- that6 world. It is impossible
for teachers and faculty to do
everything all the time. This is where
we parents and guardians come
into the picture. We should always
focus on our childrends strengths
and encourage every opportunity for
our children to be all they can be at
school and in the community.

To get started, sit down with
your child and make a list of their
strengths. What supports are needed
to help your child continue to grow
their strengths? What life goals does
your child have? What supports
are needed to help them reach their
goals? What challenges do they face?
What supports are needed to help
them overcome their challenges?
Most importantly, pnd out about
who your child is by making a list
describing what they like to do,
hobbies, a favorite book, favorite
foods, places to visit, and special
interests.Ask what they want to be
when they grow up and graduate. By
compiling these lists you will have
a written visual prople of your child
thus reminding you and your childis
family/support system to continue
encouragement and support by
giving your child opportunities to be
all he or she can be.

Sincerely,
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