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Geometry
High School math teachers Mr. Loren Frick and Mrs. Jill Carper taught geometry students how to find the area of a triangle on a grid. As
shown, since the triangle did not have a base or height, we could not use the formula A = 1/2bh. There are several methods to calculate the
area.
Method One: Triangle Inside a Rectangle
1. Find the area of the rectangle
2. Calculate the area of each outside triangle.
Subtract all three outside triangles from the area of the rectangle to find the area of the inside triangle.
Method Two: Rearranging Pieces of the Squares
Students were divided into pairs and given a copy of the triangle. They had to figure out how to cut and paste pieces and make
them into whole units. Eventually each pair of students had different arrangements of whole units and still came up with the same
answer: 11 square units.
Method 3: Formula
After the hands-on activity , the students learned the formula ½ 1y2 – x2y1 to directly find the area of the triangle. They applied the formula
to the same triangle and still came up with 11 square units. They used this formula for the rest of their lesson.
—Thank you to Loren and Jill for this article!

Miracle and Trell arrange the
triangles.

Raul and Rusia puzzle
over how to make the
whole units.

Upcoming Events

Completed triangles.
The students found the area of this
triangle.

· 3/8 & 3/9 Dorm shopping at Dollar General

March is March into Literacy Month

· 3/11 End Quarter 3

Mar 6-14 School Social Work Week

· 3/23 GCDHH Youth Day (High School)

3/6 Oreo Cookie Day

· 3/24 Rome HS Leadership

· 3/1-3/11 Academic Bowl Regional
Virtual Competition

· 3/31 Homegoing

· 3/1-11 Spring Benchmark Tests

· 4/1-4/8 Spring Break
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As part of our ongoing 175th
Anniversary celebration, GSD is
bringing back the Little Miss GSD and
Miss GSD Pageant! There are several
age categories so students of all ages
can participate. The pageant will be on
12 April and the deadline to register is
28 March. Full information and the
registration form can be found on our
website. The pageant will be a lot of
fun and a great experience for all
involved. Questions? Contact Pageant chairs Jamie Herston or
Candace Heflin.

