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Octavious has the right attitude! Standing in
front of a colorful poster in the dorm that says,
“Yes You Can,” he signs ILY,

A big Tiger THANK YOU to
two great people, Katherine Kennedy and an anonymous donor, who recently
made donations of school
and art supplies, backpacks, and other useful
items! Your generosity is
very much appreciated!
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Academics are important,
but GSD students learn
more, such as essential life
skills that will help them
be successful in their
futures. Here, Jaydon
works on using a cane to
walk down the hall with
the Orientation and Mobility specialist. You’ve probably seen white canes
used by people who are
blind, but did you know
ones marked with red
indicate the user is
deafblind?

Welcome back, Cole! Cole
is in 4th grade.

Nolan is a 2nd grader.

Learning in Lower Elementary
The Lower Elementary students have had a big week of learning! Geography was a focus in Social Studies, with students learning how to use a map. Want to reinforce your child’s learning at home? Get out a map! Practice identifying familiar places,
such as states and towns they have visited. There are also fun map games kids can play online or with an app.

Allie Kate carefully marks Georgia on the
US map.

Sinclare identifies the lines of latitude
in red on the Smart Board.

Layla uses the Smart Board pen
to color Georgia on the US map.

It’s not all Social
Studies! Waylon
looks like he is
having a lot of fun
solving a problem
in Math RTI!

Victor and Braydence stand by the creative autumn
board in the dorm. Beautiful fall leaves, an eagle and
an owl set off this lovely display!

Get To Know GSD’s New Staff Members!
Jamie Herston, Special Education Director
Jamie Herston isn’t new to GSD, but she does have a new
position! Jamie is originally from Pensacola, FL. As she still
has family there, she visits there often
with her husband Steven (GSD P.E.
teacher) and two sons, 13-year-old
Abraham (GSD student) and 2-year-old
Hosea. The Herstons have 2 dogs- Daisy
(a boxer, age 12), and Toby (long-haired
dachshund, age 13). Jamie says she
looks forward to working with all of the
students and students’ families this year.

Upcoming Events
· Fri 9/18 Mid-quarter 1
· Thurs 10/8 Transportation Day
· Fri 10/9 No classes/
Teacher workday
· Fri 10/16 End Quarter 1

Online Safety
Did you know child predators are taking advantage of the coronavirus pandemic? With children
spending more time online than ever, the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children
(NCMEC) reports a 93% increase in reports about online enticement of children compared with the
same time period (Jan-June) of last year. Likewise, several organizations, including the FBI, are reporting increases in human trafficking, including sex trafficking of adults and children—many of
whom were lured online.
Be sure to talk with your child about internet safety, privacy, and never meeting an “online friend” in real life. Here are links to a few good
resources for parents:
FTC: https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/topics/protecting-kids-online

GCF Global: https://edu.gcfglobal.org/en/internetsafetyforkids/

GSD website: https://www.gsdweb.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=2103

Contact GSD Family Engagement
Coordinator Marie Dickinson at:
E-mail: mdickinson@doe.k12.ga.us
Call/text/video:706-331-6314

