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Social Emotional Learning
Last week, School Psychologist Connie Morris led Social Emotional Learning (SEL) sessions with
different student groups. Connie read The Family Book by Todd Parr with the elementary students
and discussed how families are special. The students then enjoyed drawing pictures of the people
in their families. The students even have “homework”! Parents and guardians are encouraged to
use the worksheet on the back of this School Helper to discuss the questions about your family
with your child.

L to R: Langston works on his drawing; Smiling Le’Ondre shows peace signs; Bryce, Sinclare, and Zaida work together; Connie reads the book.

L to R: Layla draws; Connie and Zaiden show their pictures; Allie Kate works on her picture; sisters Allison and Holly work together.

GSD gives a big ROAR of welcome to
another new Tiger! Savanna is in
Middle School. Her favorite colors
are blue, purple, and pink and she
loves the movie High School Musical.
We are so happy you are here,
Savanna!

Peace Days
Wow! Almost the entire school earned 10 Peace Days last week! Departments earn Peace Days for being
Respectful, Responsible, and Resilient and no office referrals. High School, Middle School, and Upper
Elementary enjoyed an ice cream treat as their reward. Keep up the amazing work!

College and Career Academy
Seniors Trell Moorman and Raul Real are taking two computer
classes at the Floyd County College and Career Academy (CCA)
this year. They will study software technology and game design this
semester. Other students are taking horticulture and FAME (film
class). Thank you to Floyd County Schools for generously allowing
GSD students to attend their classes.

Robotics
The Robotics Club is up and
running! Cory Richardson leads
the group in building a robot and
writing code that directs the
movements of the robot. They
hope to compete again this year
in a regional event.

There will be no classes on Labor
Day, Monday 5 September!
Residential transportation will run
on Monday, 9/5.
Contact GSD Family Engagement Coordinator
Marie Dickinson at
mdickinson@doe.k12.ga.us or
706-331-6314 (call/text/videoapp).

Tiger Café
It won’t be long until the Tiger Café reopens for business this year!
Students taking transition classes have been busy setting up, unboxing
supplies, and choosing recipes to offer this year. Special Ed Director
Jamie Herston, Transition Coach Cheryl Beard, and teachers Sydney
Boucugnani and Jill Carper-Craig are leading the students in their work.
As part of the café team, students will learn important job and life skills
related to food and customer service, marketing, and teamwork. Can’t
wait for the opening!
Hello Families!
The new school year is off to a great start at our Georgia State
Schools! All of our campuses are working hard at, not only
providing your children with a fantastic education, but also keeping
them safe while at school. Know that your child’s safety is our top
priority!
My name is Elyse Ferrell. I am the Georgia State Schools Safety
Director. My job is to work closely with our State Schools staff to ensure best protocols, regular
practices, and the safest facilities possible in a day when school safety has never been more
important.
One of my goals this year is to bring safety beyond the school building and into the homes of our
families. I want to work collaboratively with you so that your child is as safe as he/she can possibly
be both at school and at home. Throughout the year you will be able to find tips, trainings, and
general safety information here in the newsletter under the SAFETY FIRST pic. I hope that you’ll
take advantage of the valuable information that will be helpful to you and your family as you
consider safety in your own home. Questions? Need support? Feel free to reach out to your
school or to me. We are here for you.

Elys Ferrel
eferrell@doe.k12.ga.us

Upcoming Events
· 8/30 & 31 Dorm
shopping at Dollar
General
· 9/1 Mid-Quarter 1
(Progress Reports)
· 9/5 Labor Day—NO
CLASSES!

· 9/5 Residential
transportation

Raul surprised the Pre-K students and made them
laugh when they arrived to find him sitting at their
lunch table!

Maria signs “gorilla” with a fierce
expression!

