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EMERGE High School Leadership
The Rome-Floyd County Chamber of Commerce offers a year-long leadership program for local
sophomores and juniors. Last year was GSD’s first year to participate. This year, sophomores Yovanni
Morales-Romero and Raybon Zinn applied and were accepted to the EMERGE High School Leadership
program (an honor, as only 22 students in the area were selected!). Last week, for the first monthly
session, the group participated in team-and leadership-building activities at Winshape on the Berry College
campus in Rome. The students learned about servant leadership (helping others) and overcoming barriers
with courage. They worked as a team to create a tower from buckets, in pairs to protect themselves from
tossed foam balls, to puzzle out how to put a series of pictures in order with each student only having seen
one of the pictures, and then climbed a tall pole to a small platform on top, where they could then jump to
grab a trapeze bar or slide off the platform and be belayed down. Raybon was the fastest one up the pole!
Yovanni conquered his nerves and made it to the top, too! The students learned a lot about themselves
and their peers and are looking forward to next month’s meeting!

L to R: EMERGE students group photo; Yovanni and Raybon lined up in order of the picture series; students attending to a presentation in
small groups.

L to R: Raybon gets his harness hooked up to the belay system; Yovanni as part of his group’s belay team; Raybon climbing the pole;
Yovanni halfway up the pole (with Marie signing directions and encouragement from the ground).

Country Signs
In Middle School Social Studies, 6th and 7th grade students study different world
regions. Right now, 6th grade is focused on Europe, while 7th grade is learning about the
Middle East. As part of their study, the students learn the name signs for countries.

ROAR! GSD is excited to have Maria
as a new Tiger! Maria is in Pre-K. She
loves identifying the pictures of
animals on the classroom walls and
learning their signs. Welcome, Maria!
We are so glad you are here at GSD!

Upcoming Events
· 9/5 Labor Day—NO
CLASSES!
· 9/5 Residential
transportation
· 9/6 & 7 Dorm shopping
at Dollar General
There will be no classes on Labor
Day, Monday 5 September!
Residential transportation will run
on Monday, 9/5.

· 9/9 Mid-Qtr 1 Progress
Reports sent home

Contact GSD Family Engagement Coordinator
Marie Dickinson at
mdickinson@doe.k12.ga.us or

My Space, Your Space
In Elementary Social Emotional Learning (SEL), students learned about the importance of respecting
personal space and touching. The students were asked to decided if they liked or did not like different
kinds of touching—holding hands, hugging, hitting, kicking, etc. The students now have a better
understanding that if someone touches them in a way they don’t like—hit, hug, kiss, whatever—they can
say no. This is a very important concept!

L to R: Teacher Sandy Wimpy works with Holly and Allison; Teacher Jamie Anderson leads the students in deciding what they like and don’t
like; Intern Peyton works with Elijah; Zaiden makes a chart of his likes and dislikes.

Cows! Pre-K students learned about cows.
The pictures show them signing “cow” and
then coloring pictures of cows. Cute!

Lower Elementary students are doing great work! Allison and Waylon both aced their literacy
assignments and Autumn and Elijah did a great job explaining the needs of animals.

Parris and Shawn reviewed
math vocabulary.

ASL class art

Monkeypox
You’ve probably seen
monkeypox mentioned in
the news or online. So
what is monkeypox? It is
a virus similar to
smallpox, but milder.
Right now, the risk of
getting monkeypox is low,
but it is always smart to
be aware. This
infographic from Visual
Capitalist explains the
basics. You can visit
https://www.visualcapitali
st.com/explainer-what-toknow-about-monkeypox
to examine the
infographic and read
more information.

