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College and Career Academy
Several GSD high school students are taking classes at the Floyd County Schools College and Career
Academy (CCA). Floyd County generously allows our students to attend classes there, which provides our
students the opportunity to explore career interests. This year, GSD has students taking Horticulture,
FAME (Film, Arts, Media, and Entertainment), and Software Technologies. Last week, the Horticulture
class learned how to arrange flowers. They have also been studying electrical wiring. In Software Tech,
students are working on creating an instructional video. It is great to see our students learning these skills!

Haley creates then shows off her pretty arrangement.

Jeremiah stands by his
finished wiring project.

Tramaine used yellow roses in his creation.

Science
Seventh graders created and
labeled various parts of an
environment as biotic (living) or
abiotic (non-living). Biotic and
abiotic factors are two essential
elements of ecosystem.

Assessments
The beginning of the school year means assessments! Here, Elijah
and Autumn are focusing hard on their STAR Math tests, using
scratch paper to solve problems. Why do schools assess students?
GSD teachers use assessment to see where their students are in
that moment so they can better plan lessons and activities that will
help their students make progress. Did you know assessments don’t
always look like tests on a computer or paper? Every time a student
answers a question or explains something they have learned, that is
assessment too! GSD teachers are trained to constantly monitor their
students’ learning!

Hello Families,
I wanted to make you aware of a new drug trend that is targeting children.
In the last month, the Drug Enforcement Agency has seized an alarming amount of fentanyl disguised to
look like candy and sidewalk chalk.
This opioid is brightly colored and looks like familiar items to kids.
Fentanyl is 50-100 times more potent than morphine.

Just two milligrams of it (the equivalent of 10-15 single grains of salt) is considered a lethal dose.
Rainbow Fentanyl come in a variety of shapes and sizes that are appealing to youngsters.
If you suspect that you have discovered Rainbow Fentanyl, do not touch it without PPE.
Fentanyl can be absorbed into the body via inhalation, oral exposure or ingestion, or skin contact.
Notify authorities immediately.
https://tinyurl.com/Rainbow-Fentanyl-Warning
Keeping Kids Safe,

Elyse Ferrell
State Schools Safety Director

Upcoming Events
· 9/9 Mid-Qtr 1 Progress Reports
sent home
· 9/13 & 14 Dorm shopping at Dollar
General
· 10/5 End Quarter 1
· 10/13 (Thursday) Homegoing Day

· 10/14 Student holiday/teacher
planning

Contact GSD Family Engagement Coordinator
Marie Dickinson at
mdickinson@doe.k12.ga.us or
706-331-6314 (call/text/videoapp).

Mother-Daughter Road
Racers
Eighth grader Natalie and her mom,
GSD teacher Sandy Wimpy, love to
run! They ran the 5K Labor Day road
race in Macon—they were among the
1300 people to participate. They
trained together and both successfully
finished the race! Congrats to you
both!
What awesome activities is YOUR
child doing outside GSD? Sports? Jobs?
Scouts? Share what activities your
child (or you AND your child) enjoy
doing with all of us!

